
 
 

Food Innovation Center (FIC): Doctoral Research Grant  
 

Purpose: The mission of the Food Innovation Center (FIC) is to improve global life quality by inspiring 
sustainable multidisciplinary food solutions. The FIC Doctoral Research Grants support post-candidacy 
doctoral students in advancing innovative research consistent with the FIC mission.  
 
Eligibility:  

• Any Ohio State post-candidacy doctoral student whose faculty advisor is an FIC member and 
who has at least one year remaining before graduation is eligible.  

• Student must maintain enrollment during the one-year award. 
• Students must join FIC at http://fic.osu.edu/members/apply/ before applying.  
• Innovative multidisciplinary1 research projects are favored. Projects may be new or ongoing.  
• Students may submit one proposal per funding round and may receive only one such award 

from FIC during their graduate career.   

Budget: Up to $5,000 in direct costs for one year per award. As many as 10 high quality projects may be 
supported. Funds are for direct research expenses including supplies, core facility fees, travel essential 
to the conduct of research, research subject incentives, and publication costs. Unallowable charges 
include salaries and fringe costs for faculty, staff, or graduate students; tuition and fees; retroactive 
charges; and travel to present findings at conferences and meetings. FIC offers a separate travel 
program. FIC will provide an account to your unit’s fiscal officer who will process expenses. Faculty 
advisors are responsible for any cost overruns.  
 
Dates:   

• This RFP released:  October 8, 2012  
• Proposal deadline:  November 14, 2012 at 5 PM 
• Award notice:   December 13, 2012  
• Earliest start:  January 7, 2013 

 
Awardee responsibilities:  

• Research complies with all regulations including IRB or IACUC.  
• Awardees are expected to disseminate project findings and to acknowledge FIC support. In 

addition to traditional publications and presentations, awardees agree to 
o Submit a brief posting or project video for FIC dissemination during the award period.  
o Submit a headshot for use by FIC. 
o Present and discuss findings at a noncredit, one-time seminar with fellow awardees.  
o Present at other FIC events if invited.  

• Students still at Ohio State may be invited to help review future applications to this program.  
• A report of results is sought from the awardee within 30 days of project end. Reminders will be 

sent to the student and advisor. This report helps the student and advisor qualify for future 
competitions and conversely, inadequate reports make future support difficult. 

                                                           
1 What counts as multidisciplinary? For the purposes of this RFP, applicants should make the case for how and 
why their project combines the methodology, tools, or knowledge base of two or more disciplines to address a 
significant food problem.  

http://fic.osu.edu/about-us/
http://www.fic.osu.edu/members/directory/a/
http://fic.osu.edu/members/apply/
http://fic.osu.edu/funding/student-travel/


Scoresheet used by reviewers. Proposals will be reviewed by FIC members and directors. 
__/30 Significant and innovative project that advances the FIC mission. 
__/20 Multidisciplinary approach is substantiated and noteworthy. 
__/20 Well-written, well-justified project. 
__/15 Student likely to achieve outcomes within the proposed time and budget. 
__/15 Results likely to have value beyond this award (e.g., for extramural grants, publications, etc.). 
 
To apply, submit to fic@osu.edu the following two files by November 14, 2012, 5 PM:  

File 1: Core proposal, budget, letter of support;  
File 2: Appendices.  

Watch for confirmation of receipt. All documents should be letter-sized pages, 11 or 12 point font, single 
spaced, with 1 inch margins, in Word or PDF. Proposals are to be written by the student applicant. 

Three-page core proposal: Items one through ten are limited to a maximum of three pages.  
1. Title of proposed project 
2. Student investigator: Name, Email and phone, Graduate degree program, Academic unit, 

Years of graduate study completed, Date candidacy exam completed, Current GPA, 
Expected date of graduation 

3. Faculty advisor: Name, Email and phone, Department and college (tenure initiating unit) 
4. Collaborator(s) (may be other faculty members, trainees, staff, or partners external to OSU): 

Name(s), Title(s), Email(s) and phone number(s), Academic unit(s) and college(s); Include 
organization for optional external partners. Specify roles and responsibilities for each. 

5. Lay abstract of up to 250 words 
6. Background or hypothesis 
7. Significance, innovation, and multidisciplinarity 

a. How does the project advance the FIC mission?  
b. What is novel and innovative?  
c. How is the project multidisciplinary? 

8. Preliminary data or current status. Note if funding was pursued elsewhere and outcome. 
9. Methods and expected results  
10. Timeline and deliverables, including how the project fits with your graduation timeline; the 

plans for disseminating results through publications, presentations, and other means; and 
how the outcomes will be used as a springboard for future research activity. 

 
Budget (up to one page, not part of three-page core): Itemize and justify costs via footnotes or 
budget narrative and specify timeframe within the year allotted. Clearly indicate amount for each 
collaborator if funds will be shared.  
 
Letter of support from faculty advisor: Verifying accuracy of the application materials, indicating 
support for and value of the project, describing the student’s research performance and strengths 
overall, and relaying the potential value of the project beyond the one-year funding period.  
 
Combine three core pages, budget, and letter of support into a single file. 
 
Appendices: Submit as a single file, separate from the file of the three-page core, budget, and 
letter. Do not send multiple files for the information below.  

1. Cited references 
2. Curriculum vitae (two-page maximum) of the student applicant 
3. Optional letters from partnering organizations, other attachments 

 
Questions? Contact Carolee Barber at 614-292-0229 or fic@osu.edu.  

mailto:fic@osu.edu
mailto:fic@osu.edu

